DISEASE   AND    RELIGION

unsuccessfully treated by many physicians, touched Christ's gar-
ment: "And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up;
and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. And
Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of
him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my
clothes?" The same idea is expressed in Luke 6,19: "And the whole
multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out of him,
and healed them/' He cast out devils "by the Spirit of God/'8

Sometimes a profession of faith was required of the sick. The
two blind men who wanted to be cured by the son of David were
asked: "Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him,
Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your
faith be it unto you. And their eyes were opened." 9 Another blind
man he cured saying: "Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved
thee/'10

Sometimes Christ cured people by touching them with his hands,
the classical gesture of miraculous healing. He touched the eyes
of the blind,11 or he spat on them and put his hands upon him.12 In
another case he spat on the ground, made clay with the spittle and
anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.13 In very many
cases the cure was effected by mere command, by the magic of
the word. To the leper Christ said: "Be thou clean/*14 to the
paralytic: "Rise, take up thy bed, and walk," 15 to the man whose
hand was withered: "Stretch forth thine hand/'16

Like the other miracles, the cures attributed to Jesus amazed
the people. They made the works of God manifest17 and proved
that Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ. The Gospels set a pattern
that determined the forms of religious medicine in the Christian
world for many centuries. Not only Christ had the faculty of per-
forming such cures but his apostles also. "Then he called his twelve
disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all
devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the king-
dom of God, and to heal the sick/'18 Peter cured a lame man by
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